
July 19th, 2022 

 

Day number two, second week. I arrived, toys in bag, but mom and baby did not! Erica, Iryna and Anna 

were all there.   No one knew what happened to Svitlana.   Jaroslav, Iryna ‘s son, was also absent.  Iryna 

explained that he had taken the train to Ukraine to pick up a suitcase.  She said it was a three-hour ride 

one way and he would not return to class today.    I don’t know if he went to the house and packed, or 

someone handed it off.  Iryna did not return after to class after lunch. 

 

Svitlana, and baby Mia, did come in half an hour late and she was carrying a portable playpen. Several 

of us jumped up to help her set it up but for the most part Mia was not happy in it!!   

 

We have been practicing adjectives and the correct order, (who knew!) they should be used in a 

sentence! Students had a list to describe people:  tall, thin, brown hair middle-age etc.  their assignment 

was to describe   one another, and then their table leaders.   Teacher Brenda called each table leader to 

the front of the class while the students read their lists. It was a challenge for them to make complete 

sentences in the right order! 

 

 

 
A surprise guest joined us, and the class began the task of describing Matt!   Tall young, handsome, 

brown hair etc.! He was also asked about his occupation, and it led to some good questions from the 

students.  For example, Matt corrected their label of his occupation, fire fighter not firemen, to include 

the women on the department. One student wanted to know about qualifications and Matt explained that 

in fire service, the fire fighter rather male or female had to use the same equipment, carry the same 

ladder etc and thus were held  to the same standards . The military on the other hand, until recently, had 

different jobs for each and thus different standards.  The students, at least those who could understand 

him, were very interested. 

 



This weeks class is struggling more with many students whose English language abilities are very 

limited.  One particular table has four students whose English is very limited and are having a hard time 

understanding.  The woman you see in the photo below, whose name escapes me! has been acting as an 

interpreter for that group to help them. It truly is a team effort! 

 

 
 

Little Mia was much happier crawling the floor than she was in any playpen! We all tried to keep an 

eye on her and occupy her so mom could have a few more minutes on the lesson! 

 

Anna, former lawyer, is definitely the leader of the pack at my table! Even though she said she’s retired 

from a legal mediation position, she said “once a lawyer always thinks like a lawyer!”  I responded with 

a joke from the USA, if it weren’t for lawyers, we wouldn’t need lawyers! She read it, thought about it 

and then laughed! 

 

She is very eager to learn, says she will volunteer with the Slovak government 

and use her legal and mediation skills to work with Ukraine immigrants and there are documents. She 

too has a daughter living with her.   

 

Lunch was what I had hoped for, Olesia , Ivan & Alex all gathered.    Olesia is the chatterbox, and Ivan 

is quiet. Dean, on our team, asked Ivan about family and he responded that his brother was in technical 

communications, with the military, and father was at home, didn’t say what father was doing.  Dean 

asked what Ivan liked to do and his answer was surfing the web!  He is a tall thin young man, to use our 

adjective lesson! not the athletic type! 

 

At breakfast earlier in the morning, I had talked with one of our team members, Peter, who is Ivan’s 

table leader in the advanced English class. We shared concerns for him and a desire to connect with 

him.  Peter told me that Ivan lived in the heart of the fighting in the Ukraine.  So at lunch Peter joined 

us briefly and said hello to Ivan.    

 

I suggested we go for a quick walk after lunch and on the walk invited both Olecia and Ivan to have a 

treat with me after school on Wednesday. I asked him to check with his mom to make sure that was OK. 



   
 

 
 

After class we rode the bus to Kremnica, a charming Slovak village, the center of mining and minters 

for Europe. The mint was founded in 1328 and according to their literature, has been in continuous 

operation ever since! In the 14th century it had the largest gold production in Hungary, earning the town 

the nickname of “golden”. The town castle was created during the 13th to the 15th centuries.  Coins 

have been minted there for dozens of countries around the world. The museum is filled with coin 

displays that are breathtaking in beauty, design, and numbers! We were looking at coins from the first 

century! 

 

The village is also known for its therapeutic mineralized spas. The water contains sulfur hydrogen 

carbonate calcium and magnesium and is beneficial for health issues. It rises from an underground 



source and people from all of Europe come for its healing qualities.   We stopped for dinner at a local 

restaurant on our way home and return to the school and called it a day! 

 

Thanks for reading along! If I could ask a favor, somehow, I’ve managed to lose the journal entry for 

Thursday, July 14 - hiding in google land or iCloud or somesuch galaxy!  if you have a copy of that, 

could you forward it to me? Thanks! My IT support team, SUZI, has posted them all, with the exception 

of July 14, to her word press website, the link is below. Hope you’re enjoying all of this!  Thanks for 

your patience with the ruff form and lack of editing!  

 

Blessings to you all! 

Marie 

 


