
July 18th, 2022 

 

Ahoj! Today was the first day, second week. It is a very different group of students from last week. Our 

class went from eight students to 15 students many of which are Ukrainian!   I have four women at my 

table. Erika is a very shy quiet 18 y/o Slovak.  Anna tells me she is a retired lawyer from the Ukraine.  

She is eager to learn and takes notes.  Irene said she was a psychologist in Ukraine. I have no idea what 

that might mean as she looks like she’s 20 and has a teenage son who is in our class.  Svetlana is a young 

mother. She has a one-year-old baby with her. She said she has two other children and was an engineer 

in Ukraine.  So I have multiple challenges for the next four days. 1-to help Svetlana occupy the baby so 

that she can learn.  2-draw Erica out of her shell and discover what English skills she might already have 

3, convince Irene to stay off of her cell phone and engage in class! It’s going to be an interesting week! 

And on breaks and lunches I have engaged a young man who is also from Ukraine.   something about 

him, very quiet and alone, spoke to my heart, and I approached him and chatted briefly with him before 

the classes began. I encouraged him that he would likely be in the advanced English class, and he would 

like the teacher, Lisa.  it occurred to me to go back into my classroom and ask Olesia, from last week’s 

class, to come and talk with my new friend Ivan.  She did and was able to speak with him and that 

seemed to be a good thing for him. He was put in Lisa’s class, and I went up to him and squeezed his 

arm and said he would enjoy her class as they all filed into Lisa’s room.  At lunch Oleisa and Alex, the 

two returning Ukraine students were already seated together at the table in the back that we had occupied 

last week. I found Ivan sitting by himself and encouraged him to come join us. I told them I was a sheep 

dog and I had to gather my flock together! They thought that was pretty funny!   He did join us, so I 

hope I’ve set the lunch time routine for the week.  I saw him again after school, hope that means we’ve 

friends! 

It was a very hectic classroom time, there are a few other Ukraine’s, but the majority are with me. 

Keeping little baby Mia occupied kept Svetlana pretty busy. I decided I’d take a stab at that issue tonight.  

I walked to the store and bought a couple of toys. That will buy me a little bit of time with mom! 

 



After class a small group of us walked up the mall through one of the narrow alleyways zigzagging here 

and there until we came to a building being used as the Ukraine service center.  You can see the sign on 

the gate above and pictured below is the entrance to the building. It is available to all Ukrainians and 

contains food staples, dry goods and clothing. Some of us are going to visit in hopes of being able to 

help out in some fashion. The Luthern Academy/CCE support this resource.   If you are interested in 

donating, I will share a link in tomorrow’s email to direct you to do that.  I discovered a random 

laundromat trying to find my way back to the mall from the service center. 

 

      

 

And all of the umbrellas overhead! 



This too was on the way to the service center. It was a little side alley shopping area, a restaurant and a 

few shops. Notice the furniture is made out of pallets!  We walk through it all on our way to the refuge 

center.  

     

 

Matt spent the day hiking in the mountains and joined us for dinner in the mall tonight. And then of 

course zmrmlina! 

The weather is practically perfect, pleasant warm but not too hot and not wet!  Thanks for coming along 

for the ride. 

Marie 


