
July 14th, 2022 

Greetings from a wet Slovakia! I can hear the rain on my skylight windows! Fortunately, it held off 

because we toured an open-air museum this afternoon. You can see the pictures below. The traditional 

style houses are representative of the various regions of the country. The musicians played for us, and I 

tried to send you a video of it, but it was too large for the Internet here to handle! It was a very Celtic 

sounding music. 

 

Notice the church steeple has a rooster on top. My friend Miloš told me that the rooster was 

representative of Peter denying Christ before the cock crowded. I’ll have to learn more about that story! 

 

   
 

   



 

we did work hard in class this morning but in keeping with the Zmrlina theme we had a short lesson on 

how the word scoop is used.  It is a noun because it is a scoop of ice cream after all, but it is also a verb 

because you scoop the scoop on the cone! 

 

Just for the record, we did work hard on prepositions this morning! And along that line, the idiom “under 

the weather” came up, as the word “under” is the preposition for those of you, like myself, who left 

prepositions and adjectives and adverbs back in the archives of junior high!  the Slovak expression is 

“under the dog!” 

 

But we put prepositions and such aside when our Ukrainian student brought a bottle of his own 

homemade grape wine for all of us to have a sip and taste. Not my cup of tea, by any stretch of the 

imagination but we were touched by his generosity.  He is a very compassionate and well learned man; 

we hope he’ll be back tomorrow.  One of our team members, who is his table leader, said Alex, our 

Ukrainian man, needed to drive back to the border tonight to file papers for his status here in Slovakia. 

He will be returning next week so hopefully we will hear more.  he’s an eager learner! he is staying here 

with his daughter.  Interestingly, he was also interested in genealogy, and brought with him large 

spreadsheets of his family trees to show us. Having dabbled in that myself, there was a lot of work on 

those pages! 

 

We also had our class picture taken although Alex had already left so will not be in it. I’ll see if I can 

make a copy of it when can we receive ours.   

 

Lights out! Need to be rested for tomorrow when I will share my autobiography with the class. Each 

one of the Americans in the class take turns telling a little bit about ourselves. We will also have a going 

away party at the end of the day as half of our class of seven will not be returning next week. 

 

To be continued... 

Marie 
 

 


