
 

July 13th, 2022 

 

Oy vey!!!   Whoops, wrong country! What I meant to say was.  O Moj! 

As you can see by the pictures at the ice cream shop, it was another tough day in class! Spent the morning 

practicing family terms and connections, my brother, your father, his sister, her cousin, cousin BTW in Slovak 

has a feminine version and a masculine version! No problems with pronouns and gender confusion   in this 

country! When one student suggested we walk to town for ice cream we were out the door faster than you can 

say Zmrzilna!!    And mind your manners - This is a no honking zone as you can clearly see by the sign! 

 

Below you will see a terrible picture snapped by a random stranger in the train station of Olga and myself while 

waiting for her bus. Olga was a student of mine back in 2018 and she was willing to take a train for an hour or 

so and then a bus for probably another hour from Bratislava, capital of Slovakia, where she works and lives-to 

see me after school.  We had a delightful time catching up over blueberry lemonade and dinner - Halusky of 

course. When I asked her to show me her favorite place in Martin, she walked me to a large national cemetery. 

The inscriptions on the marble that you see are the Scriptures on a huge monument to Bohdan’s father. You’ll 

recall I mentioned him in yesterday’s update, we visited with Bohdan at his father’s church and saw the 400-

year Bible. I felt disrespectful taking a full shot of the entire head stone, which was huge, so I zoomed in on 

one portion of it. Least you think the family was Extravagant in a huge memorial, you need to know that it is 

the Slovak tradition to honor their deceased family with a significantly sized marker, be the family rich or poor! 

My friend Miloš told me on my first visit that people save for years to have the funds to purchase this type of 

headstone. And it is important to the family to visit the cemetery on a regular basis. The scripture is chosen 

from Jeremiah 15 :16 

 

This is the main entrance to the classroom building. When I first came to Slovakia this was an old rundown 

building formally a communist publishing firm and later publishing pornography. The Communists were quick 

to tell the townspeople that there was no God such an idea was a crutch.   the school leaders purchased the 

building by scraping together funds and have slowly renovated each floor and each room. The Communists, 

gone from Martin, for at least the time being! didn’t deliver on their promises! But God has been faithful to the 

school!   It now houses elementary through high school students & classrooms, with state-of-the-art science 

labs and it’s one of the top schools in the country. 

 

This was one of the original buildings that started out as a Bible school became an elementary school and 

continues to expand. To the right, second floor, are two apartments one of which my teacher is staying in during 

our visit, and to the left part of the building is the apartment that I am staying in. Brenda, my teacher, and I are 

calling this the penthouse because not only do we have a kitchen we have a washing machine if we could only 

figure out how to turn it on. Instructions are in every language but English! I suspect it’s a slot machine and we 

need to put coins in it somewhere! 

 

Amazingly we are halfway through the first week. Slowly piece by piece, we are piecing together the stories of 

the two Ukraine students. One is 20 and her family told her to leave the country ASAP. She was referred to a 

family with whom she is staying with now, the rest of her family apparently are still in the Ukraine.  The second 

student a gentleman who’s probably in his 40s, left some of his family there to come to Slovakia where he has 

extended family. He speaks five languages but would like to go back to Ukraine so that he might continue to 

work. It sounds like he was in some kind of construction business of his own as well as being a project manager 

if we understand him correctly! Considering how uncertain their future is they are pleasant to work with in class 

and are studious improving their English skills. 

 

Thanks for joining me on this journey!   

 

Marie 

 



    
 

    
 

   
 

 

 

 

 


